13 December 1951 




SUBJECT* Committee for a Free Asia 



It is agreed by both th* Department of State and CIA 
that there is a real Job to be done in A sia by CFA - a Job 
that State cannot do through USIS and EGA. 

Until more experience ie gained by CFA - particularly 
through ita field organizations - it Kill not ba possible 
to specifically define all type of activities which it should 
undertake* It is therefore considered important that CFA 
operations gat underway promptly, providing, tf course, that 
they do not coapete with USIS activities nor conflict with 
national policies. 

The revised operating program of CFA, dated Deceidoer It, 

1951, (Attachment 1), is therefore Approved providing that 
it is implemented in aecordanoe with the policies and instructions 
set forth in aemorsndtn, subject The Conraiitee for a Free Asia, 
dated Decaatoer 12, 1951, (Attachment 2)j and provided that elose 
coordination in the field mid in Washington is maintained* 
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13 Decenfcar 1951 



D P A F T 



The Coagrittgo for a Fret Asia 



Qeneral Policies 

1* Although Initially it will not be possible* CFA should work 
toward removing the 0. 3 . label - private and public - from its 
operations and take on an Asian coloration. 

2. CFA activities including RFA_ should be decentralized as far 
aa possible and transferred from San Francisco to Asian countries. 

3. CFA should operate as far as possible through local groups 
comprised of selected Asian leaders. 

h. CFA should generally not undertake activities of the kind 
presently carried on or planned by USIS or other official overt U* 3 . 
agencies. The type of activities within the cognisance of USIS are 
set forth in Appendix A. However, there say be sane occasions in 
which CFA can either take a more strident line or aLent material of 
the type normally produced by USIS in a way which would not be approp- 
riate to USIS* However, the USIS line has toughened and tola area 
in which CFA can operate and in which USIS cannot has narrowed. There 
may also be certain activities of the type set forth in Appenalx 1, 
which CFA any be able to undertake in certain areas more a p prop riately 
than USIS."ihrough close coordination in the field and in Washington^ 
4"hese may be spelled out and non-duplication insured. 

Prioritis e 

1. Priorities set forth in the Operating Program should be 
raodifiied so that first priority is given to the Overseas Chinese 
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with a view to i 

a* Developing leaders 1*10 are friendly to the United States 
who will be able to communicate with and ultimately Influence other 
Chinese overseas and on the China mainland, 

b. Denying leaders, professional, and other key personnel, 
to the Communis te» 

c* Assisting where possible in the res one and relocation 
of key Chinese who are presently homeless and starving, 

d. Developing personnel who might be trained for Intelligence 
3tay— behind or other miss ions. 

2, Additional emphasis should also be placed on establishing a 
field organisation. 

Radio Free Ida 

RPA should be guided by the general policies set forth above. 

More specifically! 

1, RFA should phase out broadcasts which bear the U. S. 
label from San Francisco* RFA should be a voice of Asia, 

2, RFA should generally ovoid the kind of program which 
VQA broadcasts lad for which the D, 3, Government can accept res* 
ponsibility, (in this regard there ere few restrictions to be placed 
on VGA as respects the toughness of its anti-CoHBnunlst line), 

3 , Operations should bo transferred to Asia and decentralised 
as far as possible so that broadcasts can be made under the sponsorship 
of local groups through local stations, as near as possible to the 



target audience. Broadcasts should be made via medium wave where 



possible. 

It. Example of the kinds of activities which can be undertaken 
by rfA ani which can not be appropriately handled by VGA aret 

a. ^oadcasta designed to influenca political elections. 

b. Broadcasts aimed at assisting specific local labor, 
youth, teachers, women or otha* croups, whose goals are consistent with 
long range U. S. interest*. 

c. Influencing the development of leadership by giving 
hearing to selected leaders and withholding it from others. 

d. Openly encoiiraging the subversion of the Chinese 
Communist Government. 

e. Take stands against specific persons and specific 

groups: the corruption of a Tony Quirinoj the leaders of communist 

dominated unions. 

f. Act as a transmitter of black "plants" and "twisted" 
storie3, under specifically defined controls. 

g. Encourage debates and discussions loaded as required. 

5 . It is recognized that news such as that provided by FANA and 

features such as those already broadcast directly by RFA remain important 
aspects of a gray psychological warfare program as wall 83 audience- 
gaining assets. RFA will follow the general principle, however, of 
fumidhing such new3 and features to local groups for their use rather 



than for, direct production under the RFA label. 

It is considered that the development of a strictly Asian 
commercial newsgathering organization, specializing in local news 
and not seemingly subsidized by a 0. S* instrumentality, is advantageous 
to the U. 3. Government as a whole as well as to tile over-all objectives 
and activities of the Committee* 



APPENDIX I 



« Listed below are examples of activities undertaken by the 
Department of State and/or ECA. Normally the astb elation of such 
activities with the U. S* government is either acknowledged or if 
not, the association if it became known would not ombarass the U. S. 
government or discredit the activity* 

a. The Voice of America broadcasts. 

b. Contracts for purchase of published materials for overt 
distribution abroad, including subscriptions to magazines, purchase 
of additional copies of books, pamphlets or other printed material 
prepared by foreign organizations, publishing houses, trade unions, 
et cetera. 

c . Contracts for dissemination of inf orafctiem materials 
such as posters, pamphlets, or leaflets, motion picture films, still 
photos, exhibits, et cetera. 

d. Contracts with publishers, motion picture producers, and 
other producers of information media for production of materials for 
foreign distribution. 

e. Direct production and dissemination of material which 
may be attributed to the United States Government without serious 
eefcarrassment or produced and/or disseminated without attribution 
to any source. 



* Extracted from DSLS publication dated November 1, 1951, Subject! U3I3 
and Indigenous Operations. 



